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CONCERN AMERICA


INTERNATIONAL HEALTH IMMERSION PROGRAM





Guatemala Fact Sheet





About the International Health Immersion Program


Concern America’s International Health Immersion Program provides a unique learning opportunity for all health care students, residents in medicine, and health care professionals already in the workplace.  Individuals travel in a small team to Petén, Guatemala to learn from and work with Guatemalan community-based health promoter practitioners, midwives and environmental promoters working in an excellent, comprehensive, community-based health care program.


�
Objectives of the International Health Immersion Program


One group of students/residents/healthcare professionals per year participate in the Immersion Program (4/group) for a three-week educational experience with communities in rural Guatemala.  The Program provides an international opportunity with community health workers so that when the participants return to the U.S. they will remember this experience and welcome opportunities to engage in the struggle for health rights at home and abroad.


The issue of access to affordable medicines and other health rights will become more real to the participants.


Social justice values will be nurtured and/or planted in the participants.


Participants will find great meaning and depth in the lives of the materially poor and discover deeper meaning in their own lives, resulting in life choices that positively affect the common good.


Learning about basic tropical diseases and treatments.


Encouraging and fostering careers in international health and development.


Participants will remain interested in the work of Concern America and will participate in its work by supporting or volunteering with the organization.





Key Program Details


During the three weeks of immersion, participants will receive presentations by Guatemalans working in community health, community organizing around health, hospital settings, national health policy, and health care rights.  Participants will have exposure to many different cases of tropical medicine, clinical time, health education, water programs, environmental programs, women’s health (including midwifery), and will learn by and with the local community health workers and midwives of Guatemala. Concern America’s health project in Peten is staffed by family medicine doctors and nurses from the United States who can serve as preceptors for university patient care credit and who can sign off on clinical time and procedure logs. 





Cost for the three-week program: $1,600.  This total does not include airfare, airport departure taxes, tips, room service, travel insurance, vaccines, visa fee, medications for trip, personal expenses, or day trips.
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Who We Are


Concern America is a nonprofit, nonsectarian, nongovernmental development and refugee aid organization that partners with materially poor communities in “developing” countries in projects to assist them to move their communities out of poverty, and, in this country, with social justice education with youth and adults.





What We Do


Concern America is a unique organization - unique in that our philosophy emphasizes the transference of skills and thus the creation of opportunity (seen as a more permanent solution), not just the placement of resources into impoverished regions.  Concern America trains local populations in health, education, agriculture, and/or environmental health (appropriate technology), and accompanies these populations from eight to ten years, working with and through them to build local, functional social systems that meet their basic needs.  Eventually, the Concern America team can be withdrawn, leaving in place trained local people who are "capacitated" to continue the work and to bring it to neighboring communities.





Since its establishment in 1972, Concern America has worked in fifteen countries on three continents, making a measurable difference in the lives of more than a million people in over a thousand communities.  Former projects include health work in the Guatemalan refugee camps located in Mexico and in the Salvadoran refugee camps located in Honduras; literacy and health in Honduras; a women’s hand art cooperative project which included ten producer groups that continue to work without direct facilitation by Concern America; food security, literacy, health and women’s projects in Bangladesh, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and the Sudan.  Currently, Concern America engages in projects in El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Colombia, Mozambique, and West Africa, all with the goal of training local communities in health and sanitation, public health, appropriate technology, agriculture, education, and income-generating activities to assist them to move their communities out of poverty.





Program Dates and Further Information


Due date for completed application, resume, and references to be mailed to Concern America’s home office by:





		February 1st, 2012 for May 28th  - June 19th, 2012





If you have any questions about Concern America’s International Health Immersion Program, please contact Catharine Quinn, BSN, RNC, MPH at 1-800-CONCERN (266-2376) or by e-mail at: cquinn_concern@earthlink.net.








